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Alternatives of Conflict

I Written by: Sayed Muhammed-Ali Al-Helu

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Oppression is the cornerstone of historical contexts, by which oppressive minds
have been created to produce oppressive intellectuality as well.

The genesis of this conflict, in fact, emerged in the struggle of the prophets
(PB.U.T) when confronted detailed arguments and mockery. These demeaning attitudes
resulted in oppressive ethics, to be inherited by the successive generations to work as
instinct obliterators and insight erasers.

This oppression changed shape to adopt an intellectual appearance, depending on
Islamic theological heritage, to result in extremism, injustice, and the marginalization of
the other.

As a reaction, a generation of writers have emerged to express their distress
by attributing their frustration to Islam, as a religion of calamity, a religion of no
enlightenment. This generation of writers strived to produce theories that marginalize
religious intellectual heritage.

The tragic flaw of these writers lies in the fact that they failed to diagnose the
real problem, which is the false interpretation of Islamic teachings. As a result, these
writers rejected the entire Islamic intellectual heritage, as a reforming move, and replaced
it with other modern ideologies. As a matter of fact, these writers have missed an Islamic
fundamental principle, which is the refusal of any sort of religious extremism, in order
to generate a more moderate society. This taming of Man comes from the concept of
<awaiting> and the Promised hope, which are proposed by Mahdism.

Thus, this reforming belief proposes theoretical and experimental solutions
politically, economically, and socially. In this regard, of these enlightenment writers go
back to the notion of Mahdism, and reevaluate their conclusions, they would find all their

reformative aspirations in the concepts mentioned above.
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Contemporary Perusal of Mahdism Intel-

lectual Heritage

I Written by: Hasan Hadi Salman Al-Najafy

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Sacred texts, as a matter of fact, are characterized with the
depth of meanings and allusions. Mahdism is no exception. Having
encountered the textual heritage of Mahdism, a researcher would
choose either of the two methods: first to go back to the origins of
the text and adopt verbal application, and second is a contemporary
method, which tends to interact with both the original verbal text
and the modern understanding of these texts, in the light of modern
methodologies of the last two centuries.

This paper tends to re-read these texts from the perspective
of the second methodology, which is called ‘pragmatics’ This field of
study employs its own analytical tools. The research, then, moves to
the practical side of this method, applying it to the holy texts of Mah-

dism.
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Essence of Questioning Mahdism

I Written by: Sheikh Nazar Al Sonbul Al-Qutaify

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Mahdism has been going under various types of questioning. This research
aims at dealing with some of the queries posed in this regard. For example, it>s been
posed that the mission of Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H), which is guiding mankind, does
not cope with his occultation, since he cannot accomplish his mission accordingly.
However, this query cannot hold its validity, since many prophets have experienced
the same Occultation, without giving up their missions in guiding people. There is
also a classification taken for granted in this regard: that divine proofs are either
clear and known, or concealed in Occultation.

The followers of the opposing front also stand on a skeptical ground
concerning Imam>s longevity and the possibility of his survival all these centuries.
This research has also dealt with this issue by shedding light on the fact that there
are several individuals who have been gifted similar longevity. The paper also
encounters the case of Jonah, his disappearance, and longevity, as well as the case of
Antichrist.

There is a third issue, often posed to discompose Shiism, which is the case of
the «Occultation Basement>. This research has also discussed this issue, depending
on certain replies from our earlier scholars.

The paper has also encountered the fact that peoples attitudes have

intervened in prolonging the duration of Imam»s Occultation.
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The Imamte of Imam Al-Mahdi
(P.B.U.H) in the Light of Logic and
Heritage

I Written by: Murtada Ali Al-Hely

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The Twelver scholars have agreed upon the necessity of designating an
Imam by God, as a logical principle of the sect.

This logical principle is built upon the basis of «divine kindness>. In other
words, this matter is impossible to be neglected by God, since He is the all-knowing
and responsible of his creation. As a result of His infinite wisdom, He designated
certain Proofs for his creation. These Proofs are the guide to the right divine path.
This is defined by Quran as God>s kindness upon his creatures. This designation is
performed through sacred texts from God, as in the designation of Imam Ali by
the Prophet (P.B.U.T) in the well-known Al-Gadeer event, or when the preceding
Imam appoints the succeeding Imam, as in the designation of Imam Al-Mahdi by
his father, Imam Al-Askary (PB.U.T).

The scholars have added other reasons for the necessity of designating an
Imam. It is the need of human beings to have an Imam as a guide, as the need
of prior societies to have prophets. Thus, the need for Imams is not determinate
by a specific period of time. It is an everlasting need since the divine books and
constitutions cannot be left without an interpreter.

Hence, logic and the Islamic heritage have insisted on the need for a guide,
designated by God, since Man is unable to set ultimate prosperous plans for his life.
Accordingly, as a result of God>s kindness and wisdom, Imams have been appointed

to guide people to the right path.




29 GLAYY o 12 gglt ple¥ Ly o Lalh

el Bliss c...:J\ I

iall ae i gl e LN A5, 6 5855 OS] @ O W) e B 235

o5l JS g 55 U s s L oy oy NIV JS iy Y s

S i ULy i 85 el e o il s e YY1 S

.L@A.&)&WM\&W‘—\
mé&ﬂl\ﬁ\woﬂ|MJ¢u¢pJf@b?j—Y
= Ul Jat s O 0l ¢ e b2 1 ca oSy 5,8 Ol 2y = ¥

fUL—M‘LJﬂjL—J‘Mu—Mh—TLUq—PfM;Tduy"'L—wtj—;jj“uj

O (AL PR UN (PN R U FORNINE DU WP -JOURE RS S0 PR R

Ladb as iy gl sl o g avaie iy (5 o Jgb g3 ) ST OSYL I8 s e 5 gl

Fonn il s Ll a0 simy a0 my O i o Sy Jon s St 5 40 e Bb im0 Sy
U}"‘y\—fwdﬂﬁj—“‘p—-@*‘j“‘—s‘ﬂy.ﬁwdﬂyﬁj—”(—wd—@)ﬁy‘
O3S0 dms il (e gy c Sl M il e 5 aase Sy ol 1y (e ogia s Ol 5l

@ @ d. \ 2
SJ_I«;.M{UJ&)9%\&_@;&}4%0@%\&5&\)4&.@&@6?\
L@M‘J_A\jﬁ

Lo a5 L sLad) sl plaYls s 5 e JISCS)
o dl 55 e L LEL duUls skl (s e a3

il

P
n
=
4
9
=]
I
:0
s
3
5
g
Jd
>
>
= §

YEA




E

n
c
-H-.

n

p
=]
2
<
3
-
g
ki
>
>

=N

yes

Meeting Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H)

between Confirmation and Negation

I Written by: Shiekh Mushtaq Al-Saedy.

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

There is an unsettled argument among researchers about the possibility
of meeting Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) during the era of Occultation. If there
is any chance in this regard, would the Imam be seen by himself with the
ability to recognize him, or only meeting him unknown? Is it possible for some
individuals to recognize him and live with him?

This research discusses all the four possibilities, which are that someone
may see him without recognizing his title, or meeting him without recognizing
his real identity, or meeting him and identifying him without living with him,
or meeting and living with him to give solace to him.

In this regard, all the possibilities are valid, but the quality of the
meeting differs according to certain findings as:

The advantage of the meeting.

The need for dissimulation.

The range of the individual>s piety, which is also a relative matter depending
on the necessity of that meeting.

As a matter of fact, the claims of meeting would not be believed if it was
supported with the accouchement of Ambassadorship.

This research deals with the above mentioned issues in detail.
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Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) and the

Acceptance of Repentance

I Nosratolah Aity

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

There are two groups of narrations about the essence of repentance and its
acceptance in the era of the Debut, though apparently different.

One group considers the era of occultation a golden chance for repenting, since
after the Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi, the sinners shall be deprived of this chance.

Nevertheless, the other group of narrations claims that the era of Debut is a time
of perfection, which permits all the humans to transcend from their follies and
flaws.

In order to reach to a logical conclusion, it seems that the second group refers to
the genesis and initial period of the Debut, when Imam Al-Mahdi seeks perfection
for all his subjects. On the other hand, the first group refers to a late stage after the
divine illumination of the holy Debut and Imamys efforts to guide humanity, after
which, he shall resort to power to gain social and religious purity.

Additionally, the first group of the narrations might be a reference to those who
reject the right path, despite their acquaintance with it; while the second group
includes those who were ignorantly led astray.

However, the second group of narrations are more acceptable, since it undergoes

logical measurements that accord with the principles of the holy Quran.
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Forged Claims: Historical Roots and

Methods of Resistance

I Written by: Sheikh Husain Al-Asady

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Forged claims have historical roots, which are disguised both under divine
and earthly justifications. In fact, framing those claims with divinity has critical
outcomes, since they affect the very belief of people.

Mahdism has not been on a safe ground from these claims, as false
Ambassadorship, Yamanism, and other false claims.

There are several figures who have announced such false claims as being the
private and direct connection with Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H).

This research, as a matter of fact, deals with these claims, displaying a specific
methodology in refuting such claims, especially those built upon Mahdism.

The paper also proposes a method concerning the art of discussion, applying
it on Mahdism through a number of sections.

The first section encounters the historical roots of those claims and their
types.

The second section studies the methods of refuting such forged claims, with
certain examples.

Finally, section three deals with the art of discussion, applying it on

Mahdism.
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Moral Sagacity in the Era of Debut

I Rahim Kargar

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The era of Debut is the time of moral, intellectual, ideological, and political
prosperity. It is also the time, during which divine laws, logic, and transcendental
moralities dominate.

This research studies the necessity of aspiring to moral sagacity, in order to
overcome all factors of social corruptions and to found a religious utopia. In other
words, divine instructions are the path to spiritual purity and worldly prosperity.

As a matter of fact, moral sagacity is a means of identifying the right path
to overcome the flaws of the society. It also enables the individuals to get acquainted
with divine instructions and the way to overcome all obstacles. Thus, Man shall
aspire to soar to the limitless horizon of morality and perfection.

Accordingly, the main question posed in this research is that what is the
means by which one may reach to «moral sagacity» in the era of Debut? Is it possible
to apply a comprehensive social reformation? If the answer is positive, what is the
means of carrying out such reformations?

Through a perusal of the narrations, one may perceive obviously that
Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) shall impose fundamental reformations on the life of his
subjects. He will inevitably establish an Islamic utopia.

In sum, Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.UH) will strive to help his subjects to

transcend to lofty moral statuses.
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Religious Pluralism and the Era of Debut

I Written by: Hasan Panahy Azad

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Religious Pluralism is a matter of controversy in theology and the philoso-
phy of religion.

The query in this regard is that, if the various religions present today
would also survive up to the era of Debut, will religious pluralism continue
its existence? Will there be any link between this pluralism and the variety of
beliefs?

This research strives to answer these questions, after displaying the
theory of religious pluralism, and other theories that concern the variety of
beliefs.

In this research, the era of Debut refers to the era of the Debut of Imam
Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H), and the people of the Book refers to the followers of heav-

enly religions, like Judaism, Christianity, and Zoroastrianism.
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Reincarnation Doctrine in the Shape of

Spritual Resseruction

I Written by: Sheikh Hamid Al-Waely

Part 1

The issue of resurrection, that has been proved by Quran and the Had-

iths narrated from Ahlulbait (P.B.U.T), is a matter of belief in Shiism. Thus, it

is as accepted as other dogmatic-jurisprudential-historical principles.

However recently, a new ideological current has emerged just to adopt

an opposing belief in resurrection, named by its followers as ‘spiritual resurrec-

tion’ They tend to prove this concept’s link with divinity, since this new version

of resurrection is beyond the reach of Man.

This research deals with this newly emerged concept through the fol-

lowing sections:

The need of the society for an expert.
The method of dealing with narration.
Encountering certain concepts related to the subject.

Detailed arguments regarding the newly emerged concept of ‘spiritual

resurrection, which includes eight sections.
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