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[2]- Recherches sur la domination arabe, le chiitisme et les croyances messianiques sous le
khalifat des Omayades, By:Gerolf Van Vloten, Amsterdam, J. Miiller, 1894.
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[2]- The Shrite Religion: a history of Islam and Persia and Irak - By: Dwight Martin
Donaldson, Ann Arbor, Mich.: University Microfilms International, 1984.
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[2]- Beitrage zur Mahdilehre des Islams.Muh®ammad ibn Ali Ibn Babawayh al-Qummij;

Moller, Heidelberg: C. Winter, 1901.
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[3]- Ignaz Goldzehir, Muslim Studies, 1967.
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[5]- Verena Klemm, TheFour Sufara of the Twelfth Imam: on Formative Period of the
Twelver Shia, 1984.
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[1]- Linda S. Walbridge, Without Forgetting the Imam, Wayne State University Press,
August 2001.
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[1]- Without Forgetting the Imam, Pages: 32, 33 &34.

[2]- Linda S. Walbridge, The Most Learned of the Shia: The Institution of the Marja
Taqlid,Published to Oxford Scholarship Online: October 2011.

[3]- Shahzad Bashir: The Imam’s Return: Messianic Leadership in Late Medieval Shiism.
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[1]- Messianism and Millenarianism in Islam.
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[1]- The Mahdi, by: A.J. Quinnell, Publisher: William Morrow & Co; Ist U.S. edition
(January 1, 1982).

[2]- The Imam of Time: A Novel of Then and Now, by: E.W. Burleigh, Publisher: Zenga
Books (January 29, 2018).
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It's All About Muhammad: A Biography of the World)s Most Notorious Prophet.
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[1]- Belief and Law in Imami Shiism (Collected Studies Series) by Etan Kohlberg, Publisher:

Variorum (August 1, 1991), Language: English..
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[1]- Beinin Joel (July 1987) “Review of Semites and Anti-Semites: An inquiry into Conflict

and Prejudice” by Bernard Lewis, MERIP Middle East Report: (147) 42- 45...
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[3]- Joseph Eliash Ali b. Abi Talib in Ithna Ashari Shii belief, by:

The Ithna ashari-Shia Juristic Theory of Political and Legal Authority, by: Joseph Eliash, Studia -[¢]
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[1]- The Mahdi Past and Present, 1st Edition, 1st Chapter, Pages 111885 ,15-, NY- USA

[2]- See (al-Mahdi) in New Catholic Encyclopedia, Second Edition, Volume 9 — Page 48,
2002, USA.
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[1]- The Mahdi Past and Present, 1st Edition, 2nd Chapter, Page 16, 1885, NY- USA.
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[3]- The Mahdi Past and Present: Translator’s Preface — Ada S. Ballin , Page 4.
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[1]- The Islamic Antichrist — Joel Richardson, 2009, Pages 80, 94 & 187.
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[1]- The Islamic Antichrist - Joel Richardson , Pages 67.

[2]- The Islamic Antichrist — Joel Richardson ,Pages 254- 260.
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Mahdism from an Orientalist Viewpoint

.

IMojtaba Al-Sadah|

Among numerous themes and topics pertaining to Islamic heritage,
orientalists have examined Mahdism by employing the methodology
which marks their research on Islamic concepts, doctrines and figures.
Orientalists have traced the concept of Mahdism and surveyed topics
revolving around it such as: the origin of the concept of Mahdism, Imam
Mahdi’s birth, Imamate, ghaybah (occultation), anticipation of Imam
Mahdi, Imam Mahdi’s emergence, the government of Imam Mahdi, and

the future of humanity among other topics.

In order to clarify the orientalist viewpoint on Mahdism-regardless
of the different tendencies of orientalists concerning this concept and
especially taking into account orientalist standpoints on narrations
transmitted from Ahlul-bayt concerning Imam Mahdi and Mahdism-
this essay explores the methodology employed by orientalists in their
examination of this concept and their opinions and stances toward it.
Furthermore, this essay refutes the most significant specious arguments
which have arisen concerning this issue, and paves the way for the
refutation of remaining misconceptions in further studies. This essay also
strives to provide an answer to the reasons behind the increasing interest
which orientalists have directed toward studying Mahdism: Do they arise

from a love for knowledge or are they driven by hidden motives?
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